THE BRA'HMANAS.                           ir

tence. Tbey couid not anord much time tor speculation ;
their attention was all but engrossed by temporal
objects. But now the Brahmans obtained leisure for
speculating upon thcpsophical and philosophical subjects,
and for elaborating and thus complicating, the sacrificial
rites and ceremonies of thi ir ancestors. Consciously
or unconsciously, they also enveloped these ritualistic
ceremonies in so dark a mystery that none but profes-
sional adepts could properly interpret th'era. Thus the
poetical nature-worship of the primitive Indo-A ryas
stiffened into a dry creed of sacrifice and penance
(Bra'hmanism). Liturgical treatises, known as the Brdh-
manaSy containing elaborate rules for the performance
of sacrifices, were composed. The minutest rules were-
framed for penance, not* only for mistakes committed
and observed during the performance of a sacrifice-
but also for hypothetical omissions which might have
slipped the observation of priests. Thus the liturgical
literature became so very cumbersome, and tbe. sacri-
ficial ^ceremonial so very intricate, that the Kshatriyas
and Vaisyas were obliged to leave them to the care of
the Brahmans, who were thus created sole trustees, as
it were, of the religious welfare of the twice-born classes,
and from the nature and importance of their function
occupied the highest social rank.

Though the BnShmanas are supposed to treat of
various topics, Karmavidhdna, which lays down rules
and regulations for the performance of sacrificial rites
and ceremonies, occupies the most prominent place,
all other topics being subordinate to it. Or, Hang thus